
Why You Should Buy a High Quality Air Filter 

Alt title: Why Quality Matters – Even in Your Air Filters 

Air filters are the unsung heroes of your HVAC system. They remove mold spores, dust 
allergens, and even dirt particles – all of which can erode the performance of your system over 
time. Even though they are all made to do the same job, not all air filters are created equal.  

Why Quality Matters in Air Filters 

Air filters work by removing various sized particulates from the air before they hit the blower – 
preventing these particulates from invading the rest of your home. Fine dust and minute dirt 
particles can collect in the furnace’s heat exchangers and cooling coils without proper filtration, 
which block air flow. When that happens, your system will take longer to warm – it will also have 
to work harder to get your home to the right temperature. The harder your system works, the 
quicker it will fail.  

Poor quality air filters are one culprit of poor filtration. When your system has to work hard to do 
its job, it costs you money, reduces your blower motor’s lifespan, and wastes energy. One way 
to ensure your filtration system is performing at peak capacity is by using a good air filter, and 
the MERV – Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value – is the first place to look.  

What You Need to Know About MERV Filter Ratings 

One way to check the quality of your filter is by looking for its MERV. The American Society of 
Heating, Refrigeration, and Air Conditioning Engineers developed these values as a way to 
gauge the effectiveness of filters. MERV values range from 1 to 16, and the higher the number, 
the better its efficiency at trapping particles.  

While a MERV 1 can do a reasonable job at filtering pollen and dust mites, it lets in everything 
from sneeze particles to tobacco smoke. A MERV 16 filters all that and more – even some 
bacteria, but it’s not always the best answer for all systems.  

What MERV Filter Is Right for Me? 

MERV filters in the 1-4 range are usually made of fiberglass; they are cheap and disposable but 
can handle about 80% of air particles; if you’re on a short-term lease, they may be a good 
option. MERV filters in the 5-8 range are medium quality and trap 80-95% of particles, and, 
beyond that, filtration increases to such a degree that, eventually, at the highest level, particles 
as tiny as .3 microns can be filtered out. However, keep in mind that sometimes MERV 16 and 
similar ratings go so far as affecting air flow quality, possibly causing the system to overwork 
and eventually malfunction.  

Surprisingly, one of the most popular filters, 3M’s Filtrete, doesn’t use the MERV system, relying 
instead on its own “Microparticle Performance Rating,” or MPR. Know, too, that some retailers 
have their own system of rating and don’t use the MERV system.  

What Makes the Best Filter? 

So, if the most efficient isn’t always the best, which filter will protect your home or business? 
Trust quality air filters for best service, but make sure you take into consideration a few things, 
like:  



● Do you have pets? 	
● Are there smokers in the house? 	
● Does someone suffer from allergies? 	
● What are the requirements of your system?	

Those are just a few of the big questions to ask. Speak with a professional HVAC tech to learn 
what filters are best for your situation. No matter which level of protection you use, what matters 
most is purchasing a quality air filter. You will save money, prevent wasted energy, and protect 
your family’s health with the simple decision to choose quality air filters.  

 


